THE   PENINSULA
army on Spanish soil to be pitted against the Spanis'
mind, was a much more formidable proposition than th
overturning of thrones.
Ney was confounded almost at the start, -and instea-
of pressing on to head off the midmost of the three Spanis
columns he pulled up at Soria. The atmosphere of th
country he was encountering might have been typifie
by the confronting hills, where every bend and valle
seemed pregnant with treachery and defeat. Communics
tion between the corps could not be maintained in a Ian
whose inhabitants of all ages and both sexes seeme^
bound up with the guerrilla tactics, supplies had run shot
and could not be replenished without danger, whil
information was even more scanty. Moreover, wher
would the next enemy appear, and in what guise? Actu
ated by these thoughts (the bane of every French corr
mander in the Peninsula), the headstrong hussar whos
brave lust for glory had nearly ruined the plan of Jen
hesitated for one, two, finally three days; and at the en
of it all executed a branching movement which failed t<
take into account his original orders.
He headed his corps for Agreda, felt for the enem
in that direction, failed to bite, marched through Tarn
gona, and halted again at Alagon on November 28tl
Moncey was making his way thereabout intending t
sit down in front of Saragossa, and the prospect of a sieg
appealed to Ney as a means out of his difficulty. Bi
Napoleon stepped in, and after damning the Marshal fc
his waste of time at Soria and the empty days that wei
being passed at Alagon he sent the 6th Corps on anothe
effort to engage the Spaniards.
This was terminated by Napoleon's recovery of Madri
on December 4th, when Ney was ordered to join tl
concentration in the capital preparatory to closing wit
the 20,000 British under Sir John Moore. By giving tl
mountain passes a wide berth and keeping to the ordinal
roads Ney entered Madrid ten days behind the Ernpero
who reviewed his force of 50,000 without reference 1
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